
Secondary Science Professional Development 
Considering the New Science Georgia Standards of Excellence and Competency-Based Learning 

Wednesday, July 26, 2017 
 

 
Teachers interested in participating must register via PDExpress by 4:00 pm on Tuesday, July 26, 2017. Please review the respective 

descriptions and audiences for each session prior to registering. 

 
 

A Vision and Plan for Science Teaching and Learning: Part 1 

Description:  The authors of A Vision and Plan for Science 
Teaching and Learning will engage participants in the 
implementation of useful tools to help students understand 
science as indicated by the Science Georgia Standards of 
Excellence and Science Competencies.  This session will 
establish the fundamentals for learning science in a simple, 
straightforward approach that teachers can successfully 
implement immediately with great success. 

Audience: 6-12 Science Teachers (2 reps per school; willing 
to participate in follow-up sessions in November and March) 
Facilitators: Brett Moulding, Director, Partnership for 
Effective Science Teaching and Learning (PESTL) and Nicole 
Paulson, Director, Essential Teaching and Learning 
Professional Development Consortium   
Location: Hampton High School, Media Center 
Time: 8:30 – 3:00  
 

Coffee, Conversation and Science in 3D 

Description: Participants will discuss ways to begin developing 
a classroom culture that focuses on students using the three 
dimensions of science to make sense of phenomena or find 
solutions to problems in preparation for implementation of 
the new Science Georgia Standards of Excellence commencing 
the 2017-2018 academic year.  The three dimensions of 
science also support Henry County Science Competencies.  As 
a result of participating in this session, participants will be able 
to define phenomena and explain the role it plays in three-
dimensional science instruction, create learning targets 
related to a three-dimensional science lesson, and identify 
and model the environmental factors that foster a three-
dimensional science learning environment. 

Audience: 6-12 Science Teachers 
Faacilitators: Kaneice Bembry and Heather Toliver  
Location: Hampton High School, Room 112 
Time: 8:30  – 11:30  
 

Increase Learning Choice in STEM Learning 

In this interactive, knowledge-building session, participants 
will learn, experience, and plan instructional strategies that 
enable and support learners’ choices about what and how 
they learn. 

Audience: Grades 6-12  Science Teachers 
Facilitator: Dr. Erika Tate, Bluknowledge  
Location: Hampton High School, Room 114 
Time: 8:30  – 11:30 or 12:30 – 3:30 

Monitoring for Learning 

Description: Based on Marzano’s Essentials for Achieving 
Rigor, participants will learn how to use classroom formative 
assessment to help students hit their learning targets and 
explore the benefits of instilling the growth mindset into 
classroom culture.  In a standards-based classroom, teachers 
need to continuously check where students are in their 
learning. In Monitoring for Learning, participants learn how to 
build monitoring into their lessons to determine who is 
cognitively engaged and who is simply being compliant. This 
hands-on session gives teachers techniques, tools, and 
resources to monitor for learning during a lesson, using 
assessment tasks and adapting instruction based on student 
evidence.   

Audience: Grades 6-12 Science Teachers (2 reps per school; 
willing to participate in follow-up sessions in November and 
March) 
Faciliatator: Terry Morgan, Learning Sciences International 
Location: Hampton High School, Room 415 
Time: 8:30 – 3:00  
 

Clear Learning Targets and Models of Quality Work  

Learning targets are essential to effective teaching and 
learning. Students cannot see, recognize, and understand 
what they need to learn until teachers translate the learning 
intention into developmentally appropriate, student-friendly, 
and culturally respectful language. The identification of clear 
learning targets lays the foundation for a collective and 
consistent understanding of what mastery of content looks 
like. Participants will engage in a discussion about formative 
practices, including identification of clear learning targets, 
understanding rigor, and how both of these concepts are 
incorporated into instruction. It is the goal to align a rigorous 
curriculum and high quality formative practice resulting in 
increased student learning and achievement. Participants will 
leave the session with an understanding of the relationship 
between content targets, research-based instructional 
strategies, and the resulting quality demonstrations of 
proficiency by students. 

 
Audience: Grades 6-12 Teachers 
Facilitator: Georgia Center for Assessment  
Location: Hampton High School, Room 110 
Time: 8:30  – 11:30  or 12:30 – 3:30  
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EverFi Free K12 Online Resources  

EVERFI provides educators with engaging, online learning 
resources to teach students Financial Literacy, Digital 
Citizenship, STEM, Entrepreneurship, and more. Each course 
is standards-aligned, and FREE of charge to schools. This 
session will give participants an overview of STEM and Digital 
Citizenship resources as well as walk participants through 
setting up your accounts and classes. 
 

Audience: Grades 6-12 Teachers 
Facilitator: Holly Juras, EverFi  
Location: Hampton High School Computer Lab, Room 322 
Time: 8:30  – 10:00  
 

Content and Literacy in Science 

This session will bring all three strands of science to life with 
engaging, colorful science readers. These readers may be used 
to introduce new scientific content with the help of easy-to-
read informational text, vibrant images, and examples of 
scientific practices will be the focus.  Participants will engage 
in practices that are aligned with the Science Georgia 
Standards of Excellence supplemented with strategies to 
incorporate reading and writing as a means of increasing 
overall comprehension, while building strong science 
concepts.  Related science activities, practice problems to 
provide additional support, hands-on learning experiences, 
and STEM education support will also be incorporated. 
 

Audience: Grades 6-12 Science Teachers 
Facilitator: Linda Furey, Educational Consultant, Triumph 
Learning 
Location: Hampton High School, Room 111 
Times: 8:30 – 10:00 or  10:10  – 11:40  or 1:00  – 2:30 
 

 Secondary Science Department Chairperson Meeting 

This meeting will provide the opportunity for Secondary 
Science Department Chairperson to meet with the Science 
Coordinator and Secondary Science Teacher on Special 
Assignment to communicate and share science information as 
it relates to the 2017-2018 academic year.  Participants will 
engage in science related departmental logistics.   

Audience: Secondary Science Department Chairpersons 
Facilitator: Kaneice Bembry and Heather Toliver 
Location:  Hampton High School, Room 112 
Time: 1:30 – 2:30 
 

Fostering Creativity and Innovation 

Creativity and innovation are the transformational forces of 
the human kind. There is a hitherto unforeseen demand for 
both in the present world. Creativity accelerates the mind’s 
ability to unleash possibilities resulting in innovation, which is 
a valuable change made to conventional systems. Given that 
creativity is ripe in children and pre-adults, experts advocate 
that creativity and innovation need to be fostered at schools 
in all learning tasks organized for the students. In this 
interactive PL Session, participants acquire hands-on practice 
on how to foster creativity and innovation consistently and 
seamlessly in the teaching-learning process of science subjects 
with no extra cost/investments and no extra time. 

Audience:  Grades 6-12 Science Teachers 
Facilitator: Dr. Renuka Rajasekaran, Luella High School 
Location: Hampton High School, Room 113 
Time: 8:30 – 11:30 or 12:30 – 3:30 

Mastering AP Biology 

Participants will be able to create online learning experiences 
that are truly personalized and continuously adaptive. MyLab 
& Mastering reacts to how students are actually performing, 
offering data-driven guidance that helps them better absorb 
course material and understand difficult concepts. 

Please bring your AP Biology TE. 

Audience:  AP Biology Teachers 
Facilitator: Cheryl Stephens, Pearson Education 
Location: Hampton High School Computer Lab, Room 324 
Time: 8:30 – 11:30  

Science Fair Meeting 

The annual Henry Regional Science and Engineering Fair will 
be held January 24 – 25, 2018.  This meeting will focus on the 
rules and guidelines associated with the Georgia Science and 
Engineering Fair and the Intel International Science and 
Engineering Fair. Participants will leave with updated 
information required to direct school level fairs in preparation 
for the regional, state and international competition. 

Audience: Secondary Science Fair Chairpersons 
Facilitator: Kaneice Bembry and Heather Toliver 
Location: Hampton High School, Room 112 
Time: 2:30  – 3:30 


